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'"Twasthe night before Christmasandl found myself, onceagain in the shoppingmall trying to finish my annual
guestof finding "the perfectgift" for my family andfriends Being a personwho absolutelyabhorsshopping the
angstriddenexperiencdinally becameoo muchfor meto bearand with no smallamountof shamel abandoned
my noble intentionsand headedor the mall's onestop-doesit-all gift certificate counter Upon completingmy
Christmagransactiorandwhile bolting for the exit of the dreadedmall | sawsomethingmagnificent | stoppedn
my tracks transfixedby a rare and wonderful artifact In all my yearsof Christmasshoppingl had neverseen
anythinglike it...

Prominentlydisplayedfor all to see in the window of an Italian eatery was a poster This posterwasno glossy
advertisementor a pepperonipizza In fact, it depictedsomethingwhich no amountof money could buy; a
simpleyet stunningimageof a Babewrappedin swaddlingclothes rays of light emanatingfrom His pure and
gentleface accompaniethy a simpleenjoinder PleaseneverforgetthatJesusis the Reasorfor the seasoh

An unexpectedenseof joy overwhelmedne, atriumphantrealizationthatevenin the very bowelsof our twisted
anddepravedgenerationconsumedsit is with materialism egoism sensualisnandcountlessother'isms, here
yetwasa propheticvoice crying out in the wilderness| immediatelyenteredhe restaurananddemandedo see
the managewhereupor thankedhim profuselyfor beinga witnessto our humbleandsilent Saviorin the midst
of asocietythatsodesperatelyandinsanelytriesto forgetHim.

Jesuss the Reasorfor the seasohThe reasorthatthis is the seasorof gift-giving is preciselybecauseChristmas
is the dayon which all of creationwasgracedwith THE PERFECT GIFT. Uncontainableyy the entireuniverse
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JesugontainsHimself for love of us two-thousandyearsagoasa Babein Bethlehemandtoday asthe Breadof
Life in the Eucharist Indeed when we cometo the BlessedSacramentve cometo Bethlehem a namewhich
meanshouseof-bread, for in the Living Breadcomedown from heaverall mankindis offeredthe very sameGift
of Godreceivedby the privilegedfew on thatfirst Christmasday.

Our gift-giving at Christmas must be seenas a participation in this infinite magnanimity of God. Indeed
Christmasmust neverbe aboutconsumerismbut, rather, aboutthe consummationof Eucharistic Communion
wherethe consumerbecomesonsumedn the Divine Love of the Word madeFlesh.

The perfectgift thatwe cangive to ourfamily andfriendsthis Christmasandthroughouthe yeatr, is to proclaim
to themthe Good Newsof Gods EucharisticLove andto bring theminto the Realand Abiding Presencef the
ChristChild, the WonderCounselor the Princeof Peace He is only asfar awayasour nearestChurch Amen

Amen Jesusin the Most BlessedSacramentis truly our Emmanuel a namewhich forever means' God-with-
us.

Other Eucharistic Christmas Reflections:

e The Right Gift For One Who Has Everything
o Biblical Christmas Reflections on the Eucharist
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of the Missionary Society of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, whose members are engaged exclusively in the
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