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'Twasthenight beforeChristmasandI foundmyself, onceagain, in theshoppingmall trying to finish my annual

questof finding "the perfectgift" for my family andfriends. Beingapersonwho absolutelyabhorsshopping, the

angst-riddenexperiencefinally becametoomuchfor meto bearand, with nosmallamountof shame, I abandoned

my noble intentionsand headedfor the mall's one-stop-does-it-all gift certificatecounter. Upon completingmy

Christmastransactionandwhile bolting for theexit of thedreadedmall I sawsomethingmagnificent. I stoppedin

my tracks, transfixedby a rare and wonderful artifact. In all my yearsof ChristmasshoppingI had neverseen

anythinglike it...

Prominentlydisplayedfor all to see, in the window of an Italian eatery, was a poster. This posterwasno glossy

advertisementfor a pepperonipizza. In fact, it depictedsomethingwhich no amountof money could buy; a

simpleyet stunningimageof a Babewrappedin swaddlingclothes, rays of light emanatingfrom His pureand

gentleface, accompaniedby asimpleenjoinder: PleaseneverforgetthatJesusis theReasonfor theseason!

An unexpectedsenseof joy overwhelmedme, a triumphantrealizationthatevenin thevery bowelsof our twisted

anddepravedgeneration, consumedasit is with materialism, egoism, sensualismandcountlessother 'isms', here

yet wasa propheticvoicecrying out in the wilderness. I immediatelyenteredthe restaurantanddemandedto see

themanagerwhereuponI thankedhim profuselyfor beinga witnessto our humbleandsilent Saviorin the midst

of asocietythatsodesperatelyandinsanelytries to forgetHim.

Jesusis theReasonfor theseason! The reasonthatthis is theseasonof gift-giving is preciselybecauseChristmas

is thedayon whichall of creationwasgracedwith THE PERFECT GIFT. Uncontainableby theentireuniverse,
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JesuscontainsHimself for love of us; two-thousandyearsagoasa Babein Bethlehemandtodayasthe Breadof

Life in the Eucharist. Indeed, when we cometo the BlessedSacramentwe cometo Bethlehem, a namewhich

means'house-of-bread', for in theLiving Breadcomedownfrom heavenall mankindis offeredtheverysameGift

of Godreceivedby theprivilegedfew on thatfirst Christmasday.

Our gift-giving at Christmas must be seenas a participation in this infinite magnanimity of God. Indeed,

Christmasmust neverbeaboutconsumerismbut, rather, about theconsummationof Eucharistic Communion

wheretheconsumerbecomesconsumedin theDivine Loveof theWord madeFlesh.

Theperfectgift that we cangive to our family andfriendsthis Christmas, andthroughoutthe year, is to proclaim

to themthe GoodNewsof God's EucharisticLove andto bring theminto the RealandAbiding Presenceof the

Christ-Child, the WonderCounselor, the Princeof Peace- He is only asfar awayasour nearestChurch. Amen.

Amen. Jesusin the Most BlessedSacramentis truly our Emmanuel, a namewhich forevermeans'God-with-

us'.
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The author is a husband, father and Permanent Deacon of the Roman Catholic Church who, under the direction of
the Rev. Fr. Vincent Martin Lucia, has been promoting Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration (PEA) since 1993. He has
preached and established chapels of PEA in Burma, Colombia, Hong Kong, Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand and the
United States. In 1999 he began working in the Philippines as he believes that from there PEA will effectively
spread throughout Southeast Asia. In 2001 he co-founded, together with the Rev. Msgr. Josefino S. Ramirez, HP,
the League of Eucharistic Guardians. On the 11th of January, 2003, in the Basilica of Saint Anastasia in Rome, he
was ordained a Permanent Deacon by His Excellency, the Most Rev. John Bosco Manat Chuabsamai, DD, Founder
of the Missionary Society of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, whose members are engaged exclusively in the
apostolate of promoting PEA throughout the world. He can be reached through email with questions about PEA.
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